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Faculty noticed a trend related to the acceptance rate percentage. In 2019-2020, the program accepted about 90% of 
applicants compared to 2022-2023 when the acceptance rate was approximately 63% of applicants. While the 
program application numbers continue to increase, the overall percentage acceptance rate is decreasing which makes 
application to the program more competitive.  
 
Faculty noticed that School Counseling (SC) and Marriage, Couple and Family (MCF) Specialties have significantly 
smaller representation in the program. Faculty discussed some of the reasons for a lower SC number including 
lower teacher salaries, cost of education at SMU, and difficulty taking all coursework in the evenings (no hybrid or 
online options). Faculty discussed the potential opportunity of raising scholarship dollars for a specific SC cohort 
(possibly targeted for Fall 2026). Faculty also discussed other efforts to recruit to the SC Specialty including a 
reduced tuition rate (e.g., matching the Teach for America [TFA] tuition rate). Faculty also discussed using 
Performance Based Funding to support a recruitment event at the West Dallas STEM School (WDSS) and possibly 
leveraging WDSS scholarship dollars to recruit into the program. Faculty also discussed recent legislation in Texas 
allowing non-educators to become school counselors and the need to update the program admission application 
process accordingly.  
 
Faculty noted the Supreme Court ruling impacting admissions processes in college and universities and reviewed the 



additional faculty are needed, and the program has plans to add another full-time faculty member effective fall 2024. 
Additionally, the clinic space is still large enough to accommodate the number of clients that need to be served; 
however, the physical space for Practicum students to be able to be in the clinic, do their paperwork, and prepare 
for clients is limited. Securing additional space close to the clinic will be a priority in academic year 2023-2024. 
Additionally, revisiting software for an electronic notetaking system may help streamline clinic operations and 
documentation and appears to be a more scalable solution than the current notetaking system. Faculty noted that an 
electronic notetaking system needs to be revisited in academic year 2023-2024 in hopes of implementation in Fall 
2024. 


