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Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dear Faculty and Staff,

These weekly updates will serve as a tool to keep you informed and engaged with SMU’s Academic
Affairs division as, together, we work toward achieving the goals that fall within our four priority areas
through 2025: 1) Academic Excellence, 2) Road to R1: Research and Scholarly/Creative Excellence,
3) 2016 — 2025 Strategic Plan, and 4) Inclusive Excellence.

If you have suggestions for what we should include in future communications, please submit your
ideas through this form. Suggestions received before noon on Tuesday will be reviewed and
considered for publication in that week’s Friday newsletter. Others will be held until the following
week. Previous newsletters are available here.

Today’s update falls into four categories: 1) Spring 2024, 2) Academic Excellence, 3) Road to R1:
Research and Scholarly/Creative Excellence, and 4) News and Noteworthy.

Spring 2024

Closing out the 2023+2024 Academic Year

As the 2023-2024 Academic Year closes and we prepare for the start of summer sessions and/or
well-
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Joining Ms. Lee for yesterday’'s conversation was her granddaughter, Dione Sims, founding
executive director of the National Juneteenth Museum. Candice Lucas-Bledsoe, director of the Action
Research Center in Dallas and SMU Cox Executive Education facilitator, moderated the discussion.

All-University May Commencement

The All-University May Commencement will occur tomorrow, Saturday, May 11, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. in
Moody Coliseum. Participating faculty should assemble in academic dress no later than 8 a.m. in the
Miller Event Center in Moody Coliseum. The faculty entrance is located on the north side of the
building on Binkley Avenue.

For more information on SMU'’s end-of-year academic ceremonies, please click here.

Looking ahead to May and Summer 2024 Terms
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This year, three faculty members have been selected as recipients of this award:

BQIKRQ\ 37RQ\” &XHYDV — assistant dean for technology and innovation and clinical professor
in the Department of Teaching and Learning at Simmons School of Education and Human
Development

Jennifer Dworak — associate director of the SMU AT&T Center for Virtualization and professor
in the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at Lyle School of Engineering

Jill E. Kelly — associate professor and Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor in the William
P. Clements Department of History at Dedman College of Humanities and Sciences

Academic Excellence

Placement tests now required for calculus and chemistry enroliment to boost
student preparation and success in challenging courses

To gauge students' knowledge base and ensure they are enrolling in courses that present an
appropriate level of challenge, SMU offers placement tests for select courses. SMU currently offers
placement testing for second languages so that students with previous experience in a second
language do not automatically have to start at the introductory level or enroll in an advanced course
they struggle to pass.

Beginning on May 1 for fall 2024 enrollment and beyond, students who wish to enroll in MATH 1309,
MATH 1337, and CHEM 1303 will need a passing score on the placement test or have completed
one of the following pre-requisite courses: MATH 1303 or 1304 for MATH 1309 and 1337, and CHEM
1302 for CHEM 1303. Students with AP or transfer credits that satisfy the pre-requisite courses will
not need to take the placement test.

Further information about placement tests can be found on the University Testing Center’s placement
testing website and the placement test blog post. Any questions about placement tests can be
directed to the University Testing Center at universitytestingcenter@smu.edu.
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of Earth and Man; Michael J. Polcyn, research associate director of the Digital Earth Sciences
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engineering, contributed as an intern to The Outlaw Ocean Project’s “China: The Superpower of
Seafood” publication, which won a SABEW award in the International Reporting category.

A full list of Meadows’ student award winners can be found here.

SMU hosts and celebrates winners of 2024 Beal Bank Dallas Regional Science
and Engineering Fair

More than 800 young scientists in grades 6—12 and their families gathered at SMU to celebrate the
2024 Beal Bank Dallas Regional Science and Engineering Fair winners on April 29. SMU has
sponsored the science fair since its inception in 1957 and hosts the awards banquet on campus
annually. Faculty and staff from the University have always played significant roles in organizing,
volunteering, and supplying judges for the primary competition in February and providing logistical
support for the banquet in April.

See the full list of students who won first-, second-, and third-place honors in various categories, as
well as the students advancing to the Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair in Los
Angeles, here.

Sincerely,
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Elizabeth G. Loboa, PhD

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Southern Methodist University
https://www.smu.edu/provost
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