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Update on Dean of Perkins School of Theology search  

Search committee members met this week to finalize the detailed position description that will inform 

our search. My thanks to the entire committee for their hard work this fall and special thanks to Peter 

Moore, Associate Director ad interim of the O’Donnell Data Science and Research Computing 

Institute, for his service as committee chair. We are already beginning to develop a strong applicant 

pool with plans to have a new dean in place by fall 2024. We will continue to provide regular updates 

as this search progresses throughout spring 2024. 

Moody School hosting dinner for doctoral degree recipients 

Each December and May, the Moody School for Graduate and Advanced Studies hosts a dinner for 

graduating Ph.D., D.Eng., D.L.S., and Ed.D. students on the Friday before SMU’s All-University 

Commencement Ceremony. This year’s Doctoral Graduate Recognition Dinner, hosted by Dean 

Robin Poston, will take place this evening, and for the first time in Frances Anne Moody Hall. The 

event recognizes the special bond between dissertation advisors and their students, as well as the 

work both students and advisors have dedicated to every individual student’s accomplishment in 

completing the doctoral degree. 

December Graduation Activities  

Rotunda Recessional for Undergraduate Candidates 
Today at 5 p.m. on the Main Quadrangle and in Dallas Hall, SMU will host the Rotunda Recessional 

for Undergraduate Candidates. This event is the second, and final component of one of the 

University's most beloved and symbolic traditions. Part one of this tradition, the Rotunda 

Processional, welcomes new undergraduate students to the University and is held the day before 

classes start. For the Rotunda Recessional, candidates, dressed in their regalia, walk through the 

front doors of Dallas Hall, pass through the Rotunda, and exit out the back of Dallas Hall. This is a 

symbolic departure from campus and serves as a welcome to the newest members of SMU’s alumni 

family. 

December Commencement 
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Academic Excellence  

SMU in Four Year-
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Undergraduate students interested in learning more about applying for national fellowships should 

contact Dr. Brandon Gray Miller at bgmiller@smu.edu
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Lyle School of Engineering professor elected to the National Academy of 
Inventors (NAI) as an NAI Fellow 

J.-C. Chiao, Mary and Richard Templeton Centennial Chair and professor in the Electrical and 

Computer Engineering Department in the Lyle School of Engineering, has been named a fellow of 

the National Academy of Inventors (NAI) for 2023. The full list of 2023 Fellows can be found here. 

Election as an NAI fellow is the highest professional distinction awarded to academic inventors. The 

NAI Fellows Program highlights academic inventors who have demonstrated a spirit of innovation in 

creating or facilitating outstanding inventions that have made a tangible impact on quality of life, 

economic development and the welfare of society.   

Chiao, one of 162 inventors selected for the 2023 class of fellows, is widely recognized for his 

research in using electromagnetic waves in medical applications, including wireless closed-loop pain 

management systems and battery-less gastric motility management.  

Congratulations, Professor Chiao, on this wonderful recognition.  

Inclusive Excellence   

Dedman School of Law Alumna Confirmed to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals 

On Monday, December 4, 2023, Judge Irma Carrillo Ramirez '91 was confirmed to the U.S. Fifth 

Circuit Court of Appeals and became the first Latina to serve on the Fifth Circuit. Judge Ramirez 

previously served as a federal magistrate judge for the Northern District of Texas and prior to that 

served as a federal prosecutor. She is a member of the SMU Dedman School of Law Executive 

Board and is an esteemed Community Fellow and mentor to our SMU students. 

Read more about Judge Ramirez's confirmation in The Texas Tribune and The Dallas Morning 

News. 

Lyle School of Engineering researchers and students develop Infrastructure 
Dashboard Prototype to improve infrastructure equity in Dallas  

Lyle School of Engineering researchers and computer science students built an Infrastructure 

Dashboard Prototype that has been used to identify 62 infrastructure deserts in Dallas. The 

dashboard was developed with support from a six-year $638,000 National Science Foundation (NSF) 

grant and allows the research team to display analyses and data from a wide variety of sources to 

help scientists, policymakers and residents improve their neighborhoods.  

To advance the conversation around infrastructure inequity and to inform opportunities for 

improvement, Barbara Minsker, Bobby B. Lyle Endowed Professor of Leadership and Global 

Entrepreneurship, Janille Smith-Colin, assistant professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 

and Eric Larson, associate professor of Computer Science co-organized an event in the Lyle School 

of Engineering on December 1, with 35 Dallas community experts from government, non-profit and 

commercial organizations.  
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News and Noteworthy 

Inaugural Southwest CMMC Implementation Conference recap 

The inaugural Southwest CMMC (Cybersecurity Maturity Model Certification) Implementation 

Conference, hosted by SMU Global, Online and Continuing Education (GOCE) in Frances Anne 

Moody Hall, was a success, attracting over 100 participants. The event featured a broad range of 

speakers, including a keynote address by SMU’s Chief Information Security Officer George Finney, 

alongside prominent figures like Jerry Leishman from the CMMC Accreditation Body (AB) Standards 

and Adoption Workgroup, Matt Travis, CEO of Cyber AB, and CMMC expert attorney Eric Crusius 

from Holland and Knight in Washington D.C.  

This conference not only provided invaluable insights into CMMC implementation but also solidified 

SMU GOCE's position as a Licensed Training Provider for the Cybersecurity Assessor and Instructor 

Certification Organization (CAICO), a Department of Defense division. Offering courses in CMMC 

Cyber Professional and Assessor level certificates, SMU GOCE continues to play a pivotal role in 

advancing cybersecurity education.  

Office of Engaged Learning’s E-Launch workshop series propels the latest 
generation of SMU entrepreneurs 

SMU’s Big iDeas program in the Office of Engaged Learning offers funding, training and mentoring to 

undergraduate entrepreneurs in any major. Their E-Launch workshop series, which premiered in fall 

2023, guides student entrepreneurs in the creation of their businesses. E-Launch met each Monday 

evening during the fall 2023 semester and was led by Entrepreneurship Fellow Michael Kelly, 

founder of Resolute Future, with sessions taught by Seth Orsborn, director of the Deason Innovation 

Gym, John Rougeux, partner at Category Thinkers, and Ellen Smoak, founder and CEO of The 

Society of Women Entrepreneurs. ounder and CEO of 
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