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2001:   The Bonds of Freedom: Feminist Theology and Christian Realism, New York: 
Oxford University Press 

1999:  The Pastor as Moral Guide, Minneapolis: Fortress Press   
1997:   Wesley and the Quadrilateral: Renewing the Conversation, Co-author with 

Steven Gunter et al., Nashville: Abingdon Press 
 
Articles: 
2025:   “Social Sanctification and the Optimism of Grace: Georgia Harkness and The 

Methodist Social Gospel,” Oxford Handbook of Political Theology, 
Michael Kessler and Shaun Casey, eds. Oxford University Press (Invited 
Contribution; Submitted and Accepted in 2021.)  

2023:  “American Exceptionalism, Christian Realism, and the New Realities,” The 
Future of Christian Realism: International Conflict, Political Decay, and 
the Crisis of Democracy, co-edited with Dallas Gingles and Josh Mauldin, 
Lexington Books/Rowman and Littlefield (Published in April)  

2023:     “New Creation: An Ethics of Dying and Hope,” The Routledge Companion to 
Christian Ethics   

2022:   “Steps to take to avoid a GC2024 debacle: A Premortem Exercise for United 
Methodists,” United Methodist News Service, June 7 

2022:   “The Future is Made of the Same Stuff as the Present,” in What’s Next? Twenty 
Two United Methodist Leaders Discuss the Future of the Church,” The 
Future of the United Methodist Church, 
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2002:  “Works of Mercy as Spiritual Formation: Why Wesley Feared for the Souls of 
the Rich,” The Wesleyan Tradition: A Paradigm for Renewal, Paul 
Chilcote, ed., Abingdon Press 

2001:  “Cloning, Theology and Ethics Five Years After Dolly: An Overview,” 
Quarterly Review, Winter 

2000:   “John Wesley as Interreligious Resource: Would You Take This Man to An 
Interfaith Dialogue?” in A Great Commission: Christian Hope 

    and Religious Diversity, Martin Forward, Stephen Plant, and Susan 
White, eds., Peter Lang  

1999:  “Gender and Morality,” Encyclopedia of Women and World Religion, Serenity 
Young, ed., Macmillan Publishing 

1999:  “Moral Direction in Genetic Counseling: Prenatal Testing and Huntington’s 
Disease,” (with Howard Stone), Families, Systems and Health: The 
Journal of Collaborative Family Health Care, Spring 

1999:   “Human Cloning: Why Say No,” Face to Face Section with Ted Peters, Word 
and World, Winter 

1999:   “Christian Responses to Human Cloning,” Christian Social Action, October 
1999:   “It’s the Little Things: Ethics and Etiquette in the Ordinary Practices of 

Ministry,” The Circuit Rider, May (Was also the guest editor of this May 
issue on ministerial ethics.) 

1999:  
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2023:  A Review of The Ethics of Tainted Legacies: Human Flourishing after 
Traumatic Pasts, Karen Guth, Reading Religion, The American Academy 
of Religion, February 

2022:  A Review of Prophecy in a Secular Age, David True, The Journal of the Society 
of Christian Ethics, Fall/Winter 

2021:  A Review of Reinhold Niebuhr in the 1960s: Christian Realism for a Secular 
Age, Ronald H. Stone, The Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics, 
Fall/Winter 

2011:  A Review of Gen-X Rising, Andrew Thompson, The United Methodist Reporter, 
July 

2006:  A Review of 
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1992:   “New Developments in Genetic Science,” Report Co-authored with Members of 
the United Methodist Genetic Science Task Force, Washington, D.C.: 
The General Board of Church and Society. The document was adopted by 
the General Conference of the United Methodist Church in 1992 and then 
amended and readopted several times. The statement in the Social 
Principles of The Book of Discipline also came from this task force.  

 
AWARDS AND GRANTS 
2023:   Tom Tunks Distinguished University Citizen Award, Southern Methodist 

University, Given to faculty “who have demonstrated outstanding 
citizenship through dedicated service to the University and its 
governance” 

2021-23:   Member, Altshuler Academy of Distinguished Teachers, Southern Methodist 
University  

2021:   Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Award, Southern Methodist University  
2020-21:  Scholarly Outreach Award, Perkins, Southern Methodist University  
2020:   Remotnsl rt2 inWscl
KR” r 2 MR tn nsnnnl uCg rns2 unslupl r Re2 nsl rG re2 nslnsl rt2
nsnsl re2 n, Cl rs2 unnsl re2 nl rs2 unnsl
rs2nsl rnsl rt2 inç aRRl W Rnsl ra2 nnsnnnl uCg E rt2
nsxnsl ra2 l rs2 unl ra2 nsl ra2 nsl rs2 nslnsl ra2 l rs2 un,rhe2 nsl rl rhol2 y & rt2
nsr23:2 nsl r  2 j R3 BR ( & nslC n n nslC n inWscl
Kç MR tn n n tncCCCsycWc uCtC Rç ” J r“2 nRRl W R” J J rRe2 nsl O2 unslr23:2 nsl r  2 j R3 BR ( & nslC n n nslC n inWscl Kç MR tnytn utncyWfsnnny uCtC
Rç aRRl W R” 2 j R3 BPi W WCPi n PCnsli nWCPi n Pnnsli nWCiyn n
‘ Pi W WCiyn n ‘ nsci tfysl ‘ z ” n n n "K & nslC n n nslC n inWscl Kç MR tn n n tin Pifsnnnl Wtt
Rç aRR19 R” J r2020:2 nsl r 2 j R3 BR ( & nslC n n nslC n inWscl Kç MR
tn n n tin Pifsnnnl Wtt
Rç aRRl W R”d2 j R3 BR ( & nslC n n nslC n inWscl Kç MR tn n nutin Pifsnnnl Wtt
Rç aRRl W R”d
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2003:  A H.O.P.E. Professor (Honoring Our Professors’ Excellence), Department of 
Student Life and Student Housing, Southern Methodist University 

2002:  Sam Taylor Fellowship, United Methodist General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry 

2002:  Scholarly Outreach Award, Perkins, Southern Methodist University 
2001:   Maguire Public Scholar, Southern Methodist University 
2001:  Maguire Teaching Fellow, Southern Methodist University 
2001:   Lilly Grant (through Perkins) for Course Development Using Distance Learning 

Technology (Especially Internet Technologies) 
1999-00: Christian Faith and Life Sabbatical Grant. Awarded by The Louisville Institute 

with The Lilly Endowment to scholars designing an “intellectually 
promising research project” that seeks to “make more accessible to 
religious believers the themes of Christian faith in relation to the realities 
of their contemporary lives.”   

1997:  Brite Divinity School Nominee for Texas Christian University Dean’s Teaching 
Award (University-wide award for teaching excellence.)  

1991-92: University (or Junior) Fellowship, Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion.  
   Awarded by the University of Chicago Divinity School to a small group 

of Ph.D. candidates “on the basis of their promise for distinguished 
scholarly contributions as expressed in their academic records and 
dissertation proposals.” 

1991-92: Elizabeth Iliff Warren Fellowship. Given by the Iliff School of Theology to 
alumni who are pursuing doctoral degrees. (Declined) 

1990-91: Graduate Teaching Fellowship, The Divinity School, The University of Chicago  
1988-91: Century Fellowship. Awarded by the University of Chicago to Ph.D. students 

with “exceptional academic records and promise.” It was at the time their 
top academic scholarship and covered full tuition plus a living stipend. 

1988-91: John Wesley Fellowship. Granted by A Foundation for Theological Education to 
“gifted” United Methodist Ph.D. students within “the classical Christian 
tradition.” 

1988-89: Dempster Fellowship, Given by the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry of the United Methodist Church to Ph.D. students on the basis of 
“intellectual competence, academic achievement . . . [and] clarity of 
spiritual purpose and commitment.” 

1986-88: Skaggs Scholarship, Awarded by the Iliff School of Theology to M.Div. students 
who “show exceptional academic ability and leadership potential in the 
church.” This was, at the time, their top academic scholarship. 

 
PRESENTATIONS IN ACADEMIC SETTINGS 
2024:   Respondent, Book Discussion Panel, 
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2021:  “What I Learned in the Pandemic: Connected Teaching in a Time of 
Disconnection,” Teaching Effectiveness Symposium, SMU Center for 
Teaching Excellence, August 19  

2021:  Panelist, “How to Be a Great Graduate Student,” SMU Graduate Student 
Orientation, Moody School, Aug 11  

2021:  Convener for Presentation and Discussion of Matthew R. Petrusek’s paper “By 
Which the Community of Practical Reason Would Determine It : The 
Aristotelian Conventionalism at the Heart of Liberative Ethics,” Society 
of Christian Ethics, January 7 

2021:  Presenter, “
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2011: 
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2002:   “Christian Responses to Violence,” The Society for Buddhist Christian Studies, 
Pre-Meeting at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of 
Religion, Toronto, Ontario, November 

2002:  “The Vocation of the Christian Higher Education Professional,” Community of  
   Educators Retreat, Messiah College, Pennsylvania, August 
2002:   Panelist, “God and Globalization,” Annual Meeting of the Society of Christian  
   Ethics, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, January 
2001:  Maguire Public Lecture, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, 

November 
2001:  “That’s All A Mule Can Do: Rethinking Work and Vocation in U.S. Culture,” 
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1993:  



  November
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2010:  19th Century Holiness Women, Inside Perkins Event for Prospective Students, 
November 4  

2010:   
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2006:   Presentation on the United Methodist Commission on Ministry, Deacons’ 
Retreat, Central Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church, May 

2006:  “Let the Children Come: What Churches and Children Offer to Each Other,” 
Children’s Ministry Forum, National Conference Sponsored by the 
United Methodist General Board of Discipleship and The Large Church 
Initiative, Houston, February 

2006:   
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MEMBERSHIPS, OFFICES, AND OTHER SERVICE TO THE ACADEMY 
2023 - :  Member, Social Ethics and Organizing Project 
2021- :  Member, Board of Directors, The Methodist Review 
2015-26: Member, Board of Directors, The Reinhold Niebuhr Society 
2021-22:  Associate Editor, The Methodist Review  
2017-22: President, The Reinhold Niebuhr Society  
1989 - : Society of Christian Ethics  
   Member, International Scholarly Relations Committee, 2022-25 
   Member, Presidential Committee on Charting our Future, 2018   
   Nominating Committee, Member, 2012–13 
   Chair, Professional Conduct Committee, 2002–05 (Member until 2010) 
   Member, Board of Directors, 1999–2003 
   Chair, Reforming Realism Interest Group, 1997–2005 
   Chair, Women’s Caucus 1994-95 
   Referee for The Annual of the Society of Christian Ethics, 1994–2000 
   Member, Program Committee, 1998 
   Member, Task Force, Standards of Professional Ethics, 1997–98 
1987 - : Member, American Academy of Religion 
   Member, Steering Committee, The Wesleyan Studies Group, 2004–10    
1996-08: Board of Directors, Journal for Christian Theological Research, An Electronic 

Journal in Systematic and Moral Theology (first on-line journal in 
theology) Christian Theological Research Fellowship, Vice-President, 
1992–2001 

1997-06: Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Kingswood Books, Abingdon Press 
2000:  Consultant, “Family, Marriage, and the Professions,” The Religion, Culture, and 

Family Project, The University of Chicago, February 25–27 
1996:  World Methodist Historical Society, Member and Seminar Convener 
1996:  World Methodist Conference, Delegate and Group Leader 
1996:  Women’s Caucus of the United Methodist Church, Member and Writer 
1995:  Consultant, Wesleyan Heritage Series, United Methodist Publishing House, 

Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tennessee 
1993-95: Member, Board of Ethics, Texas Osteopathic Hospital, Fort Worth  
1994:  Consultant, Believers Theology Series, United Methodist Publishing House, 

Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tennessee 
1993-94: Working Group, European/North American Feminist Christian Theology,  
   Tübingen, Germany 
1993:  European Society of Women in Theological Research, Louvain, Belgium,  
   Registered Guest 
1981:   
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2001-02: Perkins Dean Search Committee 
2001-02: Chairperson, Gender, Racial, Ethnic Concerns Committee 
2001-02: Nominations Committee 
2000-01:  Historical Theology Search Committee  
2000-01:  Systematic Theology Search Committee  
2000-01: Academic Programs Committee 
 
Selected Perkins Lectures, Presentations, Continuing Education Events: 
2023:   Respondent, Review of The Future of Christian Realism: International Conflict, 

Political Decay, and the Crisis of Democracy (co-edited with Dallas 
Gingles), Perkins Faculty Book Celebration, November 6  

2023:   Panelist, Perkins Fall Faculty Conference, New Curriculum and Modalities, 
September 7 

2023:  Respondent, Review of The Routledge Companion to Christian Ethics (co-edited 
with Steve Long), Perkins Faculty Book Celebration, March 6  

2021:   Commissioning Mock Interviews, January 22 
2020:  Convener, Curriculum Review, Faculty as Guild, October 19  
2020:  Presenter and Convener, Curriculum Review Presentation for Fall Faculty 

Conference, September 11 
2020:  Presentation on Priscilla Pope-Levison, Models of Evangelism, Perkins Faculty  
  Book Celebration, November 2 
2020:  Ministry Legislation before the 2020 United Methodist General Conference, 

Presentation for CHAP (Community Hour at Perkins), with Max 
Whitfield, April 21  

-
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2013:  Participant, Consultation between Columbian church leaders, The Center for 
Latino/a Studies, and The General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, October 29-31 

2013:   Presider and Worship Leader, Perkins Spiritual Formation Retreat, September 14  
2013:   “The Influence of Ursula Niebuhr on the Work of Reinhold Niebuhr,” 

Presentation for Dean’s Roundtable, September 11 
2013:   “Living the Faith on a Pirate Ship: The Minister and Politics,” The Martin 

Lecture, Ministers Week, Perkins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University, February 

2012:   Preacher and Presider at Table, Perkins Chapel, September 19  
2012:  Presentation on Theological Education and the United Methodist Church, Fall 

Faculty Retreat, September  
2012:  Presentation on United Methodist General Conference Issues, Perkins Executive 

Board, March 21 
2011:  “’But My Name Isn’t on Any of the Books’: Ursula and Reinhold Niebuhr as 

Theological Collaborators,” Perkins Faculty Lunch, December 5  
2011:  Respondent to Paper by Karen Baker-Fletcher, Perkins Faculty Symposium, 

November 14 
2011:   Facilitator, “Listening for Our Common Mission: The Church and Theological 

Education at Perkins,” Meeting of Bishops and Other Conference Leaders 
of the South Central Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church, 
October 17 

2011:   “Making Good Use of Grief,” Presentation for Dean’s Roundtable, November 9 
2011:   Presentation on United Methodist General Conference Issues, Perkins Alumni 

Council, September 28 
2011:   Presentation on Perkins Assessment Process and Theology Credos, Fall Faculty 

Retreat, September 10  
2011:  Faculty Examiner, Oral Exams for the Pastoral Care Certificate, April 27  
2011:   Presider, Eucharist, Perkins Chapel Worship Service, April 14  
2011:  Moderator, Panel on War and Peace Issues, Gran Stassen and Phil Wogaman, 

Ministers Week, February 8 
2010:   Presider, Eucharist, Perkins Chapel Worship Service, November 18 
2010:  19th Century Holiness Women, Inside Perkins Event for Prospective Students, 

November 4  
2010:   Faculty Examiner, Oral Exams for the Pastoral Care Certificate, April 27  
2010:   Perkins Chapel Sermon, April  
2010:  Faculty Examiner, Oral Exams for the Pastoral Care Certificate, April 26 
2010:  “Abraham Lincoln’s Religious Odyssey,” Panelist/Respondent to Paper by Ron 

White, Southern Methodist University, February 12  
2010:   “Finding a Good Fit: Evolution, Human Nature and Mismatch Theory,” 

Women’s Lecture, Perkins Ministers Week, February 2 
2010:   “Evolutionary Mismatch Theory,” Workshop, Perkins Ministers’ Week, 

February 2 
2010:  “Theory and Practice of Ethics in Church and Community,” Presentation with 

Ethics Colleagues for Perkins Executive Board, October 14  
2009:    “Finding the Pace of Nature: Evolutionary Mismatch Theory and Theological 

Education,” Perkins Faculty Luncheon Lecture, October 5 
2009:   Alaska Perkins School for Laity, September 
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2008:   Black Seminarians Association Presentation, April 1 
2008:  Women’s Week Panelist, March 25 
2008:   Ministry Legislation Before the 2008 United Methodist General Conference, 

Presentation for CHAP (Community Hour at Perkins), March 4 
2008:   Panelist, United Methodist Doctrinal Debate, Perkins Ministers Week, Jan 29 
2006-07:  Co-Facilitator, Wabash Funded Study Group for Perkins Faculty on “Diversity 
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2020 -23:  Member, Tyler Womack, A Clanging Symbol: Theology, Language, and Money, 
Successful Defense, April 24, 2023 

2019-23:  Member, Brian Clark, Toward a Protestant Moral Theology of the Communion 
of Saints: How the Saints Aid Moral Thinking, Successful Defense, April 
26, 2023 

2021:   Member, Andrew Mercer, Ecclesial Unity in Cyril of Alexandria (Joined the 
dissertation committee upon the death of William Abraham) 

   Successful Defense, December 18, 2021 
2018-21:  Member, Abigail Woolley Cutter, A Renewed Christian Sabbath, After 

Christendom and After Supersessionism 
   Successful Defense, April 23, 2021  
2018-21:  Member, Justin Barringer, Protest and Politics: A Biographical Theology of 

Friendship, Charity and Economic Justice  
   Defense April 22, 2021 
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2005-08:  Vice-Chair, Commission on Theological Education, The University Senate  
2005-08: Member, University Senate of the United Methodist Church, Elected by the 2004 

General Conference of the United Methodist Church 
2003-08:  Member, Women’s Leadership Team of the South Central Jurisdiction  
2004:  Clergy Delegate, General and Jurisdictional Conferences of the United Methodist 

Church, Elected by the clergy of the Arkansas Conference 
2004:  Vice-Chair, Legislative Committee on Higher Education and Ministry, The 

General Conference of the United Methodist Church  
2004:   Co-Chair, Sub-Committee for Elders, Legislative Committee on Higher 

Education and Ministry, The General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church  

2004:   Floor Manager for Women’s Leadership Team, South Central Jurisdictional 
Conference   

1997-99:  Convener and Organizer, Quarterly Consultations on the Retention of 
Clergywomen in the Central Texas Conference 

1997:   Member, United Methodist Commission on Genetic Science, General Board of 
Church and Society, Washington, D.C.  

1996:  Delegate, Small Group Leader, and Seminar Convener 
   World Methodist Conference, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, August  


