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58th Annual Air Law Symposium
Omni Las Colinas, 221 East Las Colinas Boulevard, Irving, TX  75039

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2024

6:00 p.m. – Early Check-in & Late Registration
9:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m.      Welcome Reception

THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2024
 
7:30 a.m.     Continental Breakfast

7:30 a.m. – Check-in & Late Registration
5:00 p.m.

Morning Session

Ladd Sanger, Presiding 

8:15 a.m. Ladd Sanger
 Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m. Catherine Slavin (or Brent T. Buyse)
 Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP – Recent Developments in  
 Aviation Law
      
9:30 a.m. Stephen J. Shapiro
   Victor Rane – Make a Federal Case Out of It: Three Circuit Courts
 Authorize Snap Removals, Helping to Resolve Decades of
 Uncertainty in the District Courts

10:00 a.m. Roger W. Clark
 Signature Resolution – Are Montreal Convention Claims Removable
 Under the Complete Preemption Removal Doctrine? A Question  
 That Cries for an Answer From the Supreme Court

10:30 a.m. Morning Break

Bill O’Connor, Presiding

10:45 a.m. Tim Ravich
 Tressler LLP – Advanced Air Mobility and Law

11:45 a.m. Luncheon
 Presentation of the 21st Annual International Aviation Womens   
 Association Scholarship
 
12:30 p.m. Luncheon speaker – John Chaussee
                              Southwest Airlines – “Malice in Dallas” 5
           lessons from Herb Kelleher

Afternoon Session

Pam Hicks, Presiding

1:15 p.m. Christopher Cooper 
 AOPA – Authorizing Aviation Activities in America: Past, Present,  
 and Future
 
1:45 p.m.  Panel:      In-House Counsel Legal Update Panel
  Moderator: Jennifer Trock – Baker McKenzie
  Panelists:   Dawud Crooms – Atlantic Aviation
       Maren Matal – Southwest Airlines
       TBA
          
2:45 p.m. Afternoon Break

3:00 p.m. Shannon Dugan 
 Anderson and Riddle, LLP – ETHICS: Case Settled: Now What?  
 Ethics, Minors, and Other Concerns
 
Pam Hicks, Presiding

3:30 p.m. David Knapp
 Clyde & Co LLP – TBA

4:00 p.m.  Joe Cox
  Duane Morris LLP & Affiliates – ETHICS: Ethical Issues Facing 
  In-House Lawyers

5:00 p.m. Pam Hicks 
 Closing Remarks

5:05 p.m. Reception

2024 PROGRAM SCHEDULE



FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2024

7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast

Morning Session

Bill O’Connor, Presiding 

8:15 a.m. Panel:    Current Aviation Insurance Claims Issues
 Moderator:  Tracy L. Morris, Esq. – Starr Adjustment Services, Inc.
 Panelists:  Gregory W. Carboy – USAIG 
      Laura McGinn – Sompo International
      Stephanie Short – GAIG 
      Sharon Zielmanski, Esq. – Allianz Global Risks

9:15 a.m. Paul Tomme 
 DFW Airport – First Amendment Expression at Airports

10:00 a.m. Morning Break

Debra Fowler, Presiding

10:15 a.m. Rodney Patton
 U.S. Department of Justice – When Admiralty Jurisdiction is Plane
 to Sea: Admiralty Jurisdiction in Aviation Crash Litigation

10:45 a.m. Benjamin T. Allen
 Holland & Knight LLP – The Indispensable but Absent Sovereign:
 The NTSB Information Release “Shield” and its Impact on
 Civil Discovery

11:15 a.m. TBD
 TBA 

11:45 a.m. Luncheon

12:30 p.m. Luncheon Speaker – Mark Fava 
     Boeing ODA – Charting the flight path:   
     Building the Boeing 787 Dreamliner in  
     Charleston and a career in aviation

Afternoon Session

Debra Fowler, Presiding

1:15 p.m.  Keith Maynard (or Galen Bauer)
  Spohrer Dodd Trial Attorneys – Montreal: What is a “territory” and  

 why does it matter?

1:45 p.m.  Jonathan M. Hoffman
  M|B Law Group LLP
  Jason A. Proctor
  Michaela L. Cloutier
  Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso PLLC – The Trilogy of Personal  

 Jurisdiction

2:30 p.m.  Michael S. Miska
  Devers Miska Law – Aircraft Wreckage Inspections: Do’s, Don’ts,  

 and How to Make Them Beneficial for all Interested Parties

3:00 p.m.  Afternoon Break

Ladd Sanger, Presiding

3:15 p.m.  Jason S. Bloom
  Bloom Strategic Consulting, Inc. – Jury Trends

4:00 p.m.  Mike Bassett
  The Bassett Firm – ETHICS: The Man in the Ditch: A
  Redemption Story for Today

5:00 p.m.  Ladd Sanger
  Closing Remarks

5:05 p.m.  Closing Reception





2024 SPEAKERS

ALLEN, BENJAMIN T. 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Washington, D.C.

BASSETT, MIKE
The Bassett Firm
Dallas, Texas

BAUER, GALEN OR 
MAYNARD, KEITH
Spohrer Dodd Trial Attorneys 
Jacksonville, Florida

BLOOM, JASON S.
Bloom Strategic Consulting, Inc.
Dallas, Texas

CARBOY, GREGORY W.
USAIG
Addison, Texas

CHAUSSEE, JOHN
Southwest Airlines
Dallas, Texas

CLARK, ROGER W.
Signature Resolution
Los Angeles, California

CLOUTIER, MICHAELA L.
Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso PLLC
Charleston, West Virginia

COOPER, CHRISTOPHER
AOPA
Arlington, Virginia

COX, JOE
Duane Morris LLP
Dallas, Texas

CROOMS, DAWUD
Atlantic Aviation FBO Inc.
Dallas, Texas

DUGAN, SHANNON
Anderson & Riddle, LLP
Fort Worth, Texas

FAVA, MARK C. 
Boeing ODA Office
North Charleston, South Carolina

HOFFMAN, JONATHAN M.
M|B Law Group LLP
Portland, Oregon

KNAPP, DAVID
Clyde & Co LLP
New York, New York

MATAL, MAREN
Southwest Airlines
Dallas, Texas

MCGINN, LAURA
Sompo International Holdings Ltd.
New York, New York

MISKA, MICHAEL S.
Devers Miska Law
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania

MORRIS, ESQ., TRACY L.
Starr Adjustment Services, Inc.
Atlanta, Georgia

PATTON, RODNEY
U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.C.

PROCTOR, JASON A.
Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso PLLC
Charleston, West Virginia

RAVICH, TIMOTHY M.
Tressler LLP
Chicago, Illinois

SHAPIRO, STEPHEN J.
Victor Rane 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

SHORT, STEPHANIE
GAIG
East Brunswick, New Jersey

SLAVIN, CATHERINE OR

BUYSE, BRENT T.
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

TOMME, J. PAUL
DFW Airport 
Dallas, Texas

TROCK, JENNIFER
Baker McKenzie LLP 
Washington, D.C.

ZIELMANSKI, ESQ., SHARON
Allianz Commercial
Atlanta, Georgia



SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION FORM
Please complete and return this form to:

SMU AIR LAW SYMPOSIUM
P.O. Box 750116, Dallas, Texas 75275-0116
Or email to Jalcals@mail.smu.edu 
Or register online at https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law

Please register the following person(s) for the 58th Annual SMU Air Law Symposium, 
Thursday, March 21 – Friday, March 22, 2024. The following information will be published 
in the Attendees List at the Symposium. Please fill in all of the information requested 
below.

Name(s)  _______________________________________________________________________

Firm/Company  __________________________________________________________________

Office Address  __________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  ___________________________________________________________________

Office Phone  __________________________________  Fax _____________________________

E-Mail  ________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION RATES PER PERSON (includes sessions, materials, meals, and receptions)
Check appropriate box:

$445 Regular Registration
$225 First-Time Attendee Rate
$300 Full-Time Government Employee Rate
$125 Full-Time Non-SMU Student Rate

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY REGISTRATION. Make check payable to SMU Air Law 
Symposium and mail to our office at the address listed at the top of the form. You may 
also provide credit card information below:

Billing Information:
Credit Card Number  _____________________________________Expiration Date ____________

Account Holder’s Name ______________________________________ Security Code _________

Billing Address  __________________________________________________________________

                          _________________________________________________________________
                                                     
Phone Number  _________________________ Signature ________________________________

OMNI LAS COLINAS HOTEL
ROOM REQUEST INFORMATION

58th ANNUAL SMU AIR LAW SYMPOSIUM, March 21-22, 2024
Omni at Las Colinas Hotel, 221 East Las Colinas Blvd., Irving, Texas 75039

Call 1-888-444-OMNI (6664) or (972) 556-0800 for room reservations.
You may also go online at the SMU Air Law Symposium webpage reservation link, https://www.
omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-03162024.

Single (one person) ....................$239
Double (two persons) .................$239

THESE RATES ARE GUARANTEED ONLY UNTIL FEBRUARY 27, 2024 AT 5:00 P.M. C.S.T
OR UNTIL THE ROOM BLOCK IS SOLD OUT

GUARANTEED RESERVATION 72 HOURS PRIOR TO SCHEDULED ARRIVAL. Rates subject 
to applicable taxes. Special Rates are also available for triple or quad occupancy. For further 
information, please inquire with the hotel.

Please note: The special room rates are limited and are not available if you book your reservation 
through a travel agent.

Reservations received after February 27, 2024 or after the room block is sold out 

https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-03162024
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-03162024
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-03252022. 


mailto:jalcals%40mail.smu.edu?subject=
https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-03162024
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-03162024
https://www.avis.com/content/dam/avis/na/us/common/bridge/meetings/conventions.html?AWD=D105540&NAME=SMU+Air+Law+Symposium&FDATE=03202024&TDATE=03222024&LOCATION2=&LOCATION1=Dallas/Iving,+TX&ARCIATA=&EVENT=0&AA=0
https://www.avis.com/content/dam/avis/na/us/common/bridge/meetings/conventions.html?AWD=D105540&NAME=SMU+Air+Law+Symposium&FDATE=03202024&TDATE=03222024&LOCATION2=&LOCATION1=Dallas/Iving,+TX&ARCIATA=&EVENT=0&AA=0
https://www.avis.com/content/dam/avis/na/us/common/bridge/meetings/conventions.html?AWD=D105540&NAME=SMU+Air+Law+Symposium&FDATE=03202024&TDATE=03222024&LOCATION2=&LOCATION1=Dallas/Iving,+TX&ARCIATA=&EVENT=0&AA=0
https://www.avis.com/content/dam/avis/na/us/common/bridge/meetings/conventions.html?AWD=D105540&NAME=SMU+Air+Law+Symposium&FDATE=03202024&TDATE=03222024&LOCATION2=&LOCATION1=Dallas/Iving,+TX&ARCIATA=&EVENT=0&AA=0
https://www.budget.com/content/dam/budget/na/us/common/bridge/meetings/conventions.html?BCD=B197864&
https://www.budget.com/content/dam/budget/na/us/common/bridge/meetings/conventions.html?BCD=B197864&
https://www.budget.com/content/dam/budget/na/us/common/bridge/meetings/conventions.html?BCD=B197864&
https://www.budget.com/content/dam/budget/na/us/common/bridge/meetings/conventions.html?BCD=B197864&
https://s3.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/
https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/
https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/
mailto:jalcals%40smu.edu?subject=Course%20Materials


Journal of Air Law and Commerce
Southern Methodist University
Dedman School of Law
P.O. Box 750116
Dallas, Texas  75275-0116
(214) 768-2570

Early Registration Deadline: February 20, 2024
Register: https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/

58th Annual SMU Air Law Symposium
Thursday, March 21  – Friday, March 22, 2024

Symposium Board of Advisors

Symposium Board of Editors

Ladd C. Sanger, Member
Slack Davis Sanger LLP – Dallas, Texas

Debra D. Fowler, Member

https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/
https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/

