
 

JESSICA DIXON WEAVER 
3315 Daniel Avenue ▪ Dallas, Texas 75205 ▪ (214) 768-2641 (office) ▪ jdweaver@smu.edu 

 

 
 

EDUCATION UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA SCHOOL OF LAW 

Juris Doctorate, 1995 
 

 Honors:  •  Virginia Law Review 

   •  Virginia Law Review, Notes Development Editor 

           

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, College of Arts & Sciences 

Bachelor of Arts - History, 1992 
 

Honors:  •  Arthur Fauset Award, Outstanding Intellectual and Community Service 

  •  Sphinx Honor Society 

 

ACADEMIC  SMU DEDMAN SCHOOL OF LAW, Dallas, Texas  

EXPERIENCE   Professor of Law, 2021 – present  

Associate Professor of Law, promoted with tenure 2015 - 2021 

Assistant Professor of Law, 2009 - 2015 

 Senior Lecturer in Law & Director, W. W. Caruth, Jr. Child Advocacy Clinic, 2002-2009 

  

 Appointments:  Associate Dean for Research, 2022-2025 

Chair, University-wide Task Force on Social Justice and Equity, 

2021-2023 

 

EMORY UNIVERSITY, Atlanta, Georgia 

 Visiting Scholar, Feminist Legal Theory Project and Vulnerability and Human Condition 

Initiative , Fall 2012 

 

Current Courses:  Family Law, Children and the Law, Professional Responsibility, 

Advanced Family Law Seminar (edited writing course).   

 

 Research Areas:  Family Law and Slavery, Antebellum Family Law, Interse.45 ToLa
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 AWARDS • 2021 Tom Tunks Distinguished University Citizenship Award Recipient, SMU 

 

 • 2020-21 Inaugural Member of the Stagen Leadership Academy Social Impact  

  Leadership Program, Audre Lorde Class 

 

• 2020 Fellow, Texas State Bar Foundation  

 

  • 2017 Dallas Public Voices Thought Leader, selected by The OpEd Project and The 

Boone Family Foundation to increase public impact of the nation’s top and most diverse 

thinkers 

 

  • 2016 V. Alyce Foster Trailblazer Award Recipient, South Dallas Business and 

Professional Women’s Club, Inc.  

 

  • 2015 Faculty Appreciation Award from Women in Law Association at SMU Dedman 

School of Law 

  

  • 2014 
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• Tribute to Family Law Scholars Who Helped Us Find Our Path:  Dorothy E. Roberts, 

55 FAM. L.Q. 381-386 (2022). 

 

• Intersectionality and Children’s Rights in THE OXFORD HANDBOOK ON CHILDREN’S 

RIGHTS 181-202 (Jonathan Todres and Shani King, eds. 2020). 

 

• DeShaney v. Winnebago County Department of Social Services, 489 U.S. 189 (1989) in 

FEMINIST JUDGMENTS:  FAMILY LAW OPINIONS REWRITTEN 224 -242 (Rachel Rebouche, 

ed. 2020). 

 

• Legislative Solutions to Address Disproportionality in RACIAL DISPROPORTIONALITY 

AND DISPARITIES IN THE CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM 413-438 (A.J. Dettlaff, ed., 2020). 

 

WORKS-IN-



JESSICA DIXON WEAVER 

Page 5  
 

 

Preserving Siblings:  In the Best Interest of the Family 

 

• Invited Participant, Connecticut Public Interest Law Journal Symposium - Are Parental 

Rights Always in the Best Interest of Children?, University of Connecticut School of Law 

(March 31, 2023) 
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• Invited Speaker, Seton Hall Faculty Colloquium, (October 7, 2020) 

     

• Invited Panelist, 
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DeShaney v. Winnebago County Department of Social Services, 489 U.S. 189 (1989) in 

FEMINIST JUDGMENTS:  FAMILY LAW OPINIONS REWRITTEN 

 

• Invited Panelist, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting:  Family Law and 

Feminist Opinions (June 10, 2018) 

 

A Critical Race Theory Approach to Children’s Rights in THE OXFORD HANDBOOK ON 

CHILDRENôS RIGHTS 

 

• SMU Faculty Form (February 12, 2018) 

 

The Ties that Bind:  What Pauli Murray Teaches Us About Race, Family, Slavery and 

Inequality 

 

• Howard University School of Law, Symposium - “Singing of a New American:   Pauli 

Murray’s Legacy and Justice in the 21st Century” 
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• 2015 Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty Writing Workshop, Vanderbilt 

University School of Law (July 11, 2015) 

 

• 2015 AALS Midyear Meeting, “Workshop on Shifting Foundations:  Family Law’s 

Response to Changing Families,” 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlZ0gzKxrZ0
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• 2011 Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty Writing Workshop, Texas Southern 

University, Thurgood Marshall School of Law (June 18, 2011) 

 
• Feminism and Legal Theory / Vulnerability and the Human Condition Projects 

Workshop, Emory University School of Law (January 22, 2011) 

 
• Junior Faculty Legal Scholarship Workshop, SMU Dedman School of Law (January 14, 

2011) 

 

Family and Race in Post-Obama America 

 

• Emerging Family Law Scholars and Teachers Conference, Brooklyn Law School (June 

5, 2013) 

 
• 2012 Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty Writing Workshop, Suffolk University 

Law School (June 29, 2012) 

 
• National People of Color Legal Scholarship Conference, Seton Hall University School 

of Law (September 10, 2010) 

 

• Emerging Family Law Scholars & Teachers Conference, University of Missouri-Kansas 

City School of Law (June 3, 2010) 

 

The First Father:  Perspectives on the President’s Fatherhood Initiative  

  

• 2011 Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, “The Future of Fatherhood,” San 

Francisco (June 4, 2011) 
 
• Emerging Family Law Scholars and Teachers Conference, University of California 

Hastings College of Law (June 1, 2011) 
 

African-American Grandmothers:  Does the Gender Entrapment Theory Apply? 

 

• Art, Life & Law – “Sharing ideas, experiences, and solutions:  a conversation 

surrounding kinship care within the African American family,” South Dallas Cultural 

Center (June 22, 2012) 

 
• Invited Commentator for Keynote Speaker Professor Beth E. Richie, Access to Justice 

Symposium, Washington University School of Law, Saint Louis (March 28, 2011)  
 

The Principle of Subsidiarity Applied:  Reforming the Legal Framework to Capture the 

Psychological Abuse of Children 

 

• Invited Speaker, Blue Ribbon Task Force, San Antonio, Texas (June 18, 2012) 
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• Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, Poster Presentation (January 7, 

2011) 

 

  Capturing the Psychological Abuse of Children 

 

• Feminism and Legal Theory / Vulnerability and the Human Condition Projects 

Workshop, Emory University School of Law (March 20, 2010) 
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• Invited Plenary Speaker, Success Stories: Now That I Have Tenure, What Are My 

Accomplishments and Triumphs as a Law Professor, 2018 AALS Annual Meeting, San 

Diego, California (January 6, 2018)  

 

• AALS Section 



JESSICA DIXON WEAVER 

Page 13  
 

 

• Paper Commentator, Alix Lerner, Princeton University Ph.D. Candidate, Both Property 

and Pauper:  Slavery, Old Age, and the Inverted Logic of Capitalist Exchange, Aging, 

Law, & Society Critical Research Network, Law and Society Association Annual 

Meeting, Minneapolis, Minnesota (May 29, 2014) 

 

• Paper Commentator, Tonya Brito, The Dearth of Defense:  Examining the Unrealized 

Promise of Civil Gideon, Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty Writing Workshop 

(June 27, 2014) 

 

• Invited Panel Moderator, Section on Civil Rights – “50th Anniversary of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964:  Examining its Future (Part I),” American Association of Law 

Schools Annual Meeting, New York, New York (January 3, 2014) 

 

• Paper Commentator, Bernie Jones, Reconsidering Federally Funded Paid Family Leave 

Policies:  Envisioning Private Pension Plans, Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty 

Writing Workshop (June 29, 2013) 

 

• Panel Moderator, Section on Children and the Law – “Children and the Media,” 

American Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C. (January 6, 

2012) 

 

• Paper Commentator, Rose Cuison Villazor, Racially Inadmissible Wives:  Uncovering 

the Federal Regulation of Interracial Marriages through Immigration Law, Faculty 

Forum, SMU Dedman School of Law (April 9, 2010) 

 

• Panel Facilitator, Making Choices & Keeping Doors Open, Eighth Annual LatCrit-

SALT Junior Faculty Development Workshop, University of Denver Sturm School of 

Law (October 8, 2010) 

 

CONFERENCES & SEMINARS ORGANIZED & CHAIRED  
 

• Host and Co-chair, 12th Annual Lutie A. Lytle Annual Black Women Law Professors 

Workshop and Writing Retreat,  SMU Dedman School of Law (July 11 -18, 2018) 

 

• Co-chair, Emerging Family Law Scholars and Teachers Annual Conference, Florida 

A&M College of Law (June 22, 2015) 

 
• Family-Focused Collaborative Project:  CPS Training For Collaboratively Trained 
Professionals, W.W. Caruth, Jr, Child Advocacy Clinic and CPS Collaborative Project   

(August 14, 2009)  

  

• Interdisciplinary Training for Children’s Attorneys:  FLDS Cases, W.W. Caruth, Jr. 

Child Advocacy Clinic and State Bar of Texas (May 10, 2008) 
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• Preparing for Court Testimony:  A Primer for Social Workers & Attorneys, W.W.   

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/06/19/juneteenth-shows-that-black-freedom-remains-elusive/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/06/19/juneteenth-shows-that-black-freedom-remains-elusive/
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https://www.keranews.org/news/2021-01-28/lawyers-law-students-officially-file-grievances-seeking-to-disbar-senator-ted-cruz
https://www.keranews.org/news/2021-01-28/lawyers-law-students-officially-file-grievances-seeking-to-disbar-senator-ted-cruz
http://www.kera.org/2016/06/23/the-supreme-courts-texas-decisions/
http://www.kera.org/2016/06/23/the-supreme-courts-texas-decisions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM8MxD_ATYo
http://res.dallasnews.com/interactives/2014_deadlyaffection/part2/index.html
http://www.smu.edu/News/2013/jessica-weaver-ap-18dec2013
http://blogs.dallasobserver.com/unfairpark/2013/12/for_those_who_drink_drive_and.php
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https://www.smu.edu/News/2013/supreme-court-marriage-ruling-

26june2013?c=hpHeadlineNews_Professor-Jessica-

/News/2013/supreme-court-marriage-ruling-26june2013?c=hpHeadlineNews_Professor-Jessica-Weaver-provides-commentary-on-U-
/News/2013/supreme-court-marriage-ruling-26june2013?c=hpHeadlineNews_Professor-Jessica-Weaver-provides-commentary-on-U-
/News/2013/supreme-court-marriage-ruling-26june2013?c=hpHeadlineNews_Professor-Jessica-Weaver-provides-commentary-on-U-
/News/2013/supreme-court-marriage-ruling-26june2013?c=hpHeadlineNews_Professor-Jessica-Weaver-provides-commentary-on-U-
http://web.gs.emory.edu/vulnerability/visiting%20scholars/interviewexchange/2012interviews.htm
http://web.gs.emory.edu/vulnerability/visiting%20scholars/interviewexchange/2012interviews.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlZ0gzKxrZ0
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• Section on Family and Juvenile Law 

 • Chair, 2018-19 

 • Chair-Elect, 2017-
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LEGAL    THE LAW OFFICE OF JESSICA R. DIXON 

EXPERIENCE  Solo Practitioner, Dallas, Texas, 1997-2002      

  

 Practice Areas:  Labor and Employment Law, Small Business Law, Family Law, Child  

 Welfare Law, and Juvenile Delinquency Law. 

 

 

THE MILESTONE GROUP, L.L.C.  

Managing Partner, Dallas, Texas, 1999-2001    

 

Company Service:  Employment Law and Human Resources Advisement for small to 

mid-size businesses, Employee Policy Manuals, Labor Audits, Management and 

Employee Training on Employment Policies & Sexual Harassment. 

 

SMITH & POLEWSKI 

Associate, Dallas, Texas, 1996-1997 

Practice Areas:  General Civil and Commercial Litigation 

 

LITTLER MENDELSON 

Associate, Dallas, Texas, 1995-1996 

Practice Area:  Labor and Employment Law 

 

BAR & COURT ADMISSIONS 

 

• Texas, 1996 

 • U.S. District Court, Northern District of Texas, 1997 

 

BAR SERVICE  

 

• State Bar of Texas, Family Law Council, 2010-22 

  

• Appointed Faculty Member of Family Law Council & Appellate Committee, 2010-21 

 

• Invited Speaker, The Little Voice:  Recognizing Child Abuse and Your Duty to Report It 

– A Legal Responsibility, Dallas Association of Young Lawyers, March 31, 2011. 

 
• American Bar Association 

 • Youth at Risk Roundtable, 2007-08 

 

• Dallas Bar Association 

• 2006 Vice-Chair, Juvenile Justice Committee 

 • 2007 Co-Chair, Juvenile Justice Committee 

 

• J.L. Turner Legal Association – African-American Bar Association 

 • 2006 Co-Chair, Mentor Committee 

• 2005 Chair, Mentor Committee 

• 2005 Parliamentarian 
  




