




Cecily Zander is currently a postdoctoral fellow at the Center for Presidential History at Southern 

Methodist University, in Dallas, TX. She received her PhD in American History from Penn State in 2021. 

Her research and teaching interests include the Civil War era, American military history, memory, and 

ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘�^ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ�ŵĂŶƵƐĐƌŝƉƚ�ĞŶƚŝƚůĞĚ�͞ZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ZĞŐƵůĂƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�

�ŝǀŝů�tĂƌ��ƌĂ͕͟�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŚĞƌ�WĞŶŶ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ĚŝƐƐĞƌƚĂƚŝŽŶ͘ 

  



Day 1, June 1: Brussels and Introductions 

 Meet at 2pm at our central Brussels hotel, with introductions to the expedition and each other. 
 Walking tour of central Brussels, the capital of Belgium. Occupied by the Germans throughout most 

of the war, today it is home to the European Union and NATO, among other international 
institutions. We will walk by the Royal Palace, Grand Place, the Mannekin Pis and more. 

 Social hour (optional) and group dinner in central Brussels. 
 Hotel: Marriott Grand Place in Brussels. 

 

Day 2, June 2: Mons, Passchendaele and Ieper/Ypres 

 Breakfast, check-out and depart lodgings. 
 Drive to Mons and visit St Symphorien military cemetery. Here the soldiers are almost equally divided 







Day 6, June 6: The Marne and the Aisne-Marne Offensive  

 Breakfast  
 



 

Day 8, June 8: Verdun and the St Mihiel Offensive  

 Breakfast 
 Verdun ʹ site of the epic French defense and victory in 1916; this battle shapes the remainder of the 

war through its intense fighting and the incredible casualties sustained by both French and Germans. 
We will visit the incredible museum, walk the forests and see the famed forts of Vaux and Douamont. 

 Group lunch at café in the destroyed town of Douamont 
 St Mihiel Salient (September 1918) ʹ Before the major offensive can be conducted by General 

WĞƌƐŚŝŶŐ͛Ɛ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŐŽŶŶĞ�&ŽƌĞƐƚ͕�ŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŽ�ĞůŝŵŝŶĂƚĞ�Ă�ďƵůŐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂůůŝĞĚ�ůŝŶĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�
attack succeeds when ƚŚĞ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶƐ�ďƌĞĂŬ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůŝĞŶƚ�ůĞĚ�ďǇ��ŽůŽŶĞů�'ĞŽƌŐĞ�WĂƚƚŽŶ͛Ɛ�ƚĂŶŬƐ͘ We 
will visit a number of sites in the battle area, including the commanding heights of Montsec. 

 Visit St Mihiel American Cemetery. 
 Return to Reims. 
 Social hour (optional) and dinner on your own in Reims. 
 Hotel: La Caserne Chanzy Hotel & Spa, Marriott Autograph Collection. 

 

Day 9, June 9: The Meuse-Argonne Offensive  

 Breakfast, check-out and depart lodgings. 
 Meuse-Argonne Offensive (September 11 to November 1918) ʹ the largest American battle in 

history, and the biggest American contribution to Allied victory. This day will find us at many 
remarkable sites, incůƵĚŝŶŐ�,ĂƌƌǇ�dƌƵŵĂŶ͛Ɛ�artillery ďĂƚƚĞƌǇ͕�^ĞƌŐĞĂŶƚ��ůǀŝŶ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ϭϯϮ�
Germans in his one-man crusade, and the 



 

Day 10, June 10: The Surrender and Departures  

 Breakfast, check-out and depart lodgings. 
 Drive to Compiegne  

o Historic town of Joan of Arc. 
o Château de Compiègne, a royal residence built for Louis XIV and restored by Napoleon 
o Railway car site for the surrenders in November 1918 and June 1940. The victory monument 

placed here by the people of Alsace and Lorraine is a truly dramatic image. A tremendous 
museum has recently opened at the site. 

o Lunch on your own in one of the numerous restaurants in the center of the beautiful town. 
 Drive to Paris Charles de Gaulle International Airport to drop guests with flights that day, while the 

others will return to central Paris and end of the expedition. 

 

  



Important Information for Your Upcoming Trip to Belgium & France 

Contact Information: �ƌŝĂŶ��ĞdŽǇ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�Ϯϱϯ͘ϰϲϴ͘ϳϯϳϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŵĂŝů�ďƌŝĂŶΛŚŝƐƚŽƌǇĞǆƉ͘ĐŽŵ�Žƌ�

^ŚĞƌǇů�^ŚĂĨĞƌ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ϯϬϯ͘ϱϭϳ͘ϵϲϳϲ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŵĂŝů�ƐŚĞƌǇůΛŚŝƐƚŽƌǇĞǆƉ͘ĐŽŵ͘ 

Lodging:��ůů�ůŽĚŐŝŶŐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĨŽƵƌͲƐƚĂƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�Ăƚ�Ă�ŵŝŶŝŵƵŵ͘�&Žƌ�ŽƵƌ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ŶŝŐŚƚ�ŝŶ��ƌƵƐƐĞůƐ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�

ďĞ�ƐƚĂǇŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ƌƵƐƐĞůƐ�DĂƌƌŝŽƚƚ�'ƌĂŶĚ�WůĂĐĞ͘�/Ŷ�/ĞƉĞƌ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ƐƚĂǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŝĂŶĞ�,ŽƚĞů͕�ũƵƐƚ�

ƐƚĞƉƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ��ůŽƚŚ�,Ăůů�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�DĞŶŝŶ�'ĂƚĞ͘�/Ŷ�ZĞŝŵƐ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ƐƚĂǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂƌŵŝŶŐ�DĂƌƌŝŽƚƚ�

�ƵƚŽŐƌĂƉŚ��ŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ZĞŝŵƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ůŽĐĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ŶĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů�ĐĂƚŚĞĚƌĂů͕�ǁŝůů�

ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�Ă�ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů�ůŽĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŝƚǇ͘�/Ŷ��ƌƌĂƐ͕�ƚŚĞ��ĞƐƚ�tĞƐƚĞƌŶ�WůƵƐ�ƚŚĞ�

&ĂŝƌǁĂǇ�ŝƐ�Ă�ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů�ůŽĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƌĞůĂǆŝŶŐ�ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͘ 

Transportation During Tour:�tĞ�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ďƵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƵƌ͘ 

Onward Journeys:��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ��ĂǇ�ϭϬ

https://www.travelexinsurance.com/?location=06-0263EHE&go=bp


 DĂŶĨƌĞĚ�ZŝĐŚƚŚŽĨĞŶ 

 'ĞŽƌŐĞ�DĂƌƐŚĂůů 

 dŚĞŽĚŽƌĞ�ZŽŽƐĞǀĞůƚ�:ƌ 

 >ŝĞƵƚĞŶĂŶƚ�,ĞƌǀĞǇ��ůůĞŶ�;ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ�ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌ�Ăƚ�&ŝƐŵĞƐͿ 

 YƵĞŶƚŝŶ�ZŽŽƐĞǀĞůƚ 

 �ŽƵŐůĂƐ�DĂĐ�ƌƚŚƵƌ 

 'ĞŽƌŐĞ�WĂƚƚŽŶ 

 :ŽŚŶ��ƌƚŚƵƌ�,ƵŐŚĞƐ�;DĂƌŝŶĞ�ďĂƚƚĂůŝŽŶ�ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌ�Ăƚ��ĞůůĞĂƵ�tŽŽĚͿ 

 �ŚĂƌůĞƐ�tŚŝƚƚůĞƐĞǇ�;ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƐƚ��ĂƚƚĂůŝŽŶͿ 

 �ůǀŝŶ�zŽƌŬ 

 �ŽƵŐůĂƐ�,ĂŝŐ 

 ,ĂƌƌǇ�dƌƵŵĂŶ 

 WŚŝůŝƉƉĞ�WĞƚĂŝŶ 

 &ĞƌĚŝŶĂŶĚ�&ŽĐŚ 

 DĂƚĂ�,Ăƌŝ͕�ƐƉǇ 

 DĂũŽƌ�:ƵůŝĂ��͘�^ƚŝŵƐŽŶ͕�ŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�h^�EƵƌƐĞ��ŽƌƉƐ 

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚĞ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ďĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŽƵĐŚ�ǁŝƚŚ��ƌŝĂŶ�Ăƚ�ďƌŝĂŶΛŚŝƐƚŽƌǇĞǆƉ͘ĐŽŵ�

ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ͘ 

Movies: Some World War I films to watch: 

 1917 

 They Shall Never Grow Old 

 Paths of Glory 

 War Horse 

 The Blue Max 

 Flyboys 

 Sergeant York 

 The Lost Battalion 

 Midnight in Paris, for a lighthearted look at Paris today and in the 1920s 

Reading: If you want to do some reading beforehand, we recommend: 

mailto:brian@historyexp.com




1  Germany resumes unrestricted submarine warfare. 

April 1917 

6  US declares war on Germany and joins the Allies 

1918 

January  

8  Woodrow Wilson outlines his Fourteen Points. This document will form the basis 

for the peace negotiations and the creation of the League of Nations. 

March 

3  Peace signed between Bolshevik Russia and Central Powers, Bulgaria and Turkey 

at Brest-Litovsk, together with supplementary treaties by the signatories.  Russia is out 

of the War and the Germans can concentrate on the Western Front 

21  First Battles of the Somme 1918 or German OPERATION Michael begins with 

Battle of St. Quentin (21st/23rd) German 1918 Spring Offensives to Break the Deadlock 

26  "Doullens Agreement" concluded. Decision taken to appoint General Ferdinand 

Foch to co-ordinate efforts of British and French Armies  

April: 

21  The Red Baron is shot down over Vaux-sur-Somme. 

May 

May 7  Treaty of Bucharest between Romania and the Central Powers; never ratified. 

May 14 Clash at Chelyabinsk station between Hungarian POWs heading west to be 

repatriated and Czechoslovaks going east. Trotsky orders the arrest of the Czechoslovak 

Legion, but they revolt and seize several towns along the Trans-Siberian Railway. 

May 21-29 Ottomans invade Armenia. 

May 27 ʹ June 6 Third Battle of the Aisne (also known as Operation Blücher-Yorck, third 

phase of the Spring Offensive). After initial gains, the German advance is halted. 

May 28 Battle of Cantigny. First American Division in an offensive battle. 

June 

June 1–26 Battle of Belleau Wood, part of the German Spring Offensive. US Army and 

Marines near Chateau-Thierry. 

June 8  Action of Arsuf. 

  Ottomans re-enter Tabriz. 



June 8  The Czechoslovak Legion forms the Committee of Members of the Constituent 

�ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�ŝŶ�^ĂŵĂƌĂ͘�^ƚĂŶŝƐůĂǀ��ĞēĞŬ�ĐĂůůƐ�ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ�ĨŽƌĐĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶƚŝ-Bolshevik Russians to 

overthrow the Communist government and reignite the Eastern Front. 

June 8 ʹ October Germany interferes in the Caucasus. 

June 9ʹ12 Fourth phase of the Spring Offensive, Operation Gneisenau (aka


